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SCRIPTURE AND RESPONSE

Based on John 20:19-22; Luke 6:31-36; (NRSV)

RESPONSE
Come Holy Spirit, breathe into us the breath of new life



Come Generous Spirit



Bring truth and bring strength


Bring courage for change



Bring wisdom to live justice in love

READER 1

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.”
RESPONSE
Come Holy Spirit, breathe into us the breath of new life



Come Generous Spirit



Bring truth and bring strength



Bring courage for change



Bring wisdom to live justice in love

READER 2

Jesus said, “Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners love those who love them. 

If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners do the same.

If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 

Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High;  


for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

RESPONSE
Come Holy Spirit, breathe into us the breath of new life



Come Generous Spirit



Bring truth and bring strength



Bring courage for change



Bring wisdom to live justice in love

MESSAGE- Worth the Risk

Some things are worth the risk


It’s worth the risk of introducing yourself for the chance to make a new friend


It’s worth the risk to open your heart for the chance to find true love


It’s worth the risk of being pregnant for the chance to have a child


It’s worth the risk of confronting your friend for the chance they will say yes to drug treatment


It’s worth the risk of leaving your home for the chance to live in a place without abuse


It’s worth the risk of stepping out in faith for the chance to have new life in Christ

Some things are worth the risk

The disciples risked everything to follow Jesus. They left their homes, their families, their jobs. 


Following Jesus took them out of their comfort zone, out of their routine, their inner circle

In taking that risk they were able to hear Jesus’ teaching first hand. They witnessed miracle after miracle.

And they saw Jesus take great risks. Look!

He’s touching lepers


He’s breaking bread with prostitutes and drunks


He’s speaking out for the widows and the orphans


He’s treating foreigners, women, and enemies with respect


He’s confronting corruption at the highest places of leadership

Jesus knew some things are worth the risk


He risked so much he became a wanted man


He was falsely accused and arrested


He was unjustly tried, beaten, mocked


He was murdered between two thieves and buried in a borrowed grave

Jesus became the costly demonstration of God’s unmerited, extravagant love

It’s three days later, and his followers are shaken

They have locked themselves in so the authorities won’t come get them as well

In the midst of the whispering and the fear and the confusion, Jesus comes. Jesus comes! 

Evil is defeated. The chains of sin are broken. 


Death has been swallowed up in victory!

Oh how this was worth the risk!

Come children, look at his side. Come children, look at his hands. Those healing, welcoming hands. 
Now listen to his words:
Peace be with you. Peace be with you. 
Trust in what I have done- in exchange for your fears receive peace with God, with you wherever you go
As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 


Unlock the door. Step outside these walls


Step out of your inner circle, out of your comfort zone


Go in my name

Go speak to Pharaoh so the people might be free

Go face the giant so the power of God is revealed

Go sit at the lunch counter and the front of the bus

Go get that degree so I may heal through you, or teach through you, or build through you


Go write that letter giving voice to the voiceless 

Go meet your neighbors so they might know me


Go expecting nothing in return
Be a Christian- a little Christ- be the costly demonstration of God’s unmerited, extravagant love

Receive the Holy Spirit. Whew….

Some things are worth the risk


