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SCRIPTURE  

Acts 1-2, selected verses

Reader 1
 
After his suffering, Jesus presented himself alive to the apostles by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

Reader 2

This is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Reader 3

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reader 1

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 

Reader 2

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 

Reader 3

Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? In our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power. 

Reader 1
 
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

Reader 3

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,

Reader 4

Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  "In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 

"You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. Of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.”
MESSAGE

Ravi Zacharius Illustration from speech at the National Day of Prayer, May 1, 2008

Manx Shearwater is a bird of the open ocean

400,000 – 500,000 of these birds in the world


more than half live on 2 small islands off the coast of Whales


Scientists used these birds to conduct an experiment on the homing instinct



1952
took a Manx Shearwater to Cambridge England; 250 miles away 



The bird was back home in 7 hours



1953
took a Manx Shearwater to Logan Airport, Boston; 3000 miles away




The bird crossed the Atlantic Ocean and was back home in 12 days


The powerful homing instinct seen again and again in creation is born in us as well


We all have a powerful homing instinct which draws us to God  
We are drawn to God because God is personal and God is passionate
I. Passion and Personhood of God in Creation


In Genesis God speaks the creation into existence 


God speaks and the power of God’s Word brings forth order, diversity, and beauty




The majesty of stars and planets




The detail of every raindrop and flower petal




The splendor of the gazelle, tree frog, and lion



Everything could have looked, tasted, and smelled the same- but it doesn’t 



Creation shows us God is imaginative and passionate


The creation also shows us that God is personal



The creation of humanity is different- instead of speaking, God forms us from dust


God then breathes into us the breath of life


We are invited by God to join in naming the creation, and given responsibility to care for it 


Most importantly, we are made in the image of God 



We are a reflection of the passionate God seeking the source of our being 



Like the moon reflecting the light of the sun



We alone are made for intimate relationship with God

This is the homing instinct which does not rest until the relationship is restored

II. Passion and Personhood of God in the Saving Work of Jesus

God is passionate about restoring our relationship, passionate enough to come personally in Jesus

The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus make it possible for us to have that restored relationship

The events between Palm Sunday and Easter morning are often referred to as The Passion

because of the passionate way Jesus embraced what he chose to do 

Events include: 
Jesus’ passionate words of preparation and promise at the last supper 



Jesus praying passionately in the garden 



Jesus facing his enemies and his death on a cross with courage and integrity
Acts 2:22-24, 32-33
You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. Of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.
II. Passion of God in God’s People
The creative passion of God, the personal passion of God, and the saving passion of God were poured forth on God’s people on the day of Pentecost. 

The people: 
prayed with passion 



praised God with passion



answered their critics with passion



preached the good news with passion

Their worship was: authentic, alive, creative, engaging, understandable, life changing

It embodied the creative, personal, passion of God  
Our worship is to have this same passion and power. How?

Preparation 

When we are prepared for worship we come with a sense of expectancy 

We expect to encounter God and in that encounter we expect something will happen

Insight, transformation, conviction, humbling, strengthening, healing, new life will happen!
Acts 1:14 
All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 

In Acts 1 we see those first believers preparing for 9 straight days for that great encounter with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. They watched expectantly and prayed faithfully so they would be ready when Jesus’ promise was fulfilled. We too must pray and seek God between services so we come prepared and expectant. 
Participation 
A. Regular worship attendance

Acts 2:1 says they were all together in one place
Hebrews 10:23-25 

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them

Synagogue
comes from a Greek word meaning “called together”
Church

comes from a Greek word meaning “called out of the world”
God is one, yet God lives in perfect community as three

Our coming together is a reflection of God’s image as much as each individual is

God designed us for community

Passionate worship comes from meeting and worshipping regularly with others 

We are greater together than the sum of our individual parts

B. Enthusiastic and Engaged Participation 
In Acts 2 we find that the worship of those first believers was so enthusiastic it drew a crowd. 
Some even thought the worshippers were drunk they were so full of joy and abandon.  
Enthusiasm- original meaning is “possession by a god” or “having a god within”

We do not come to watch worship, or even receive, we come to participate


In prayer, in praise, 

in preaching to each other what God has done and is doing in us and through us
We come together after seeking God in prayer during the week

We come together expecting to encounter God and expecting something to happen
This week, I encourage you to spend time with God, 


asking God to open your ears, eyes, heart, and mind to discover God at work

I encourage you to enter next week’s service joyful and expectant something will happen

