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The pastor came into the office where the secretary was on vacation, and there was a church member subbing in her place.  The pastor said to this substitute secretary, “While you were out to lunch, I tried to find that article “Neighborhood Outreach," It’s not filed under “N”.  Where did you file it?” The secretary said, “I put it under “S”.  You said it was something our church should do “Sometime.”  The pastor a bit puzzled, suspiciously asked, “That file looks plenty thick.  What else is in it?”  

The secretary pulled the file and began reading, “Sunday School Superintendent says the unfinished classroom should be completed----sometime.  The air conditioner in the ladies room is not working and the custodian say’s he’ll look into it---sometime.  The youth director says she’ll be some residents from the local nursing home to join us at a potluck dinner---sometime.”

The pastor gave a questioning glance at the empty envelopes addressed to various missionaries.  “Oh,” the secretary said, “Those are for persons who keep saying they’ll write our missionaries---sometime.  And in case you’re curious about that empty cigarette pack, that’s Mr. Brown’s.  He tossed it on my desk and told me he was going to give up smoking---sometime.”

The pastor paged through several more notations, then abruptly headed for the door and said he’d be gone the rest of the day.  On his way out the door he said, “I’ve been thinking of your Sometime File.  It reminded me I’ve promised to visit Mr. Wilson---sometime.  And that I told widowed Mrs. James to come eat with us---sometime.  Our son’s in Little League---I promised to watch him play----sometime.   My wife wanted me to go shopping with her, and I told her I would---sometime.”

The next Sunday, the pastor started his morning message by saying, “Today’s topic is ‘Good Intentions.’  We intend to be more understanding and considerate.  We intend to give up bad habits.  We always intend to do better----sometime.  Let’s begin now.”  

Afterward people came to the secretary and said, “My!  I’d like a copy of that wonderful sermon.’  And before she could catch herself the secretary said, “Okay, I’ll print you off a copy---sometime.”

  (adapted from article, The “Sometime” File, by Isabel Champ Wolseley, Syracuse, NY)

In our sermon series we’ve been talking about not just Hospitality, but RADICAL Hospitality.  Not just Worship, but PASSIONATE Worship.  Not just Discipling, but INTENTIONAL Discipling.  And today, not just Service, but SALTY Service.  Not just sometime, but now.  
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Jesus said this (John 13:35) “By this all will know you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  It is one thing to be involved in service inside the church, but we must have SALTY service, which means we must go from the inside to the outside.  WE must go beyond these walls.  Yes we must have love one another, but Jesus also said, (Luke 6:32-33 NLT), “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that?  Even sinners love those who love them!  And if you do good only to those who do good to you, why should you get credit?  Even sinners do that much.”
Beloved, let me very honest and say….I’ve never been pastor of a church that has had the servants and volunteers like are here at EUMC.  And let me add, the church’s I’ve served have been wonderful churches and were personal blessings, and blessings to the community.  But you, well you…..embody what it means in our mission statement of a Servant Church.  From the first day I came and even now, I am so thrilled that that is our mission statement.  Basically it is to love God and love others.  Simple, yet profound.  We could not have the ministries and be the church we are today without you and your leadership and your servant attitude and calling.
There were 4 people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended us that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.     Are you still with me?  Xxxx

It takes all of us to be servants and be in God’s service.  As a growing church we will always need more and more people to step up to the plate and minister through their service.  Today I want to share that what is also important is that we go beyond these walls with our service.  To serve others, not just us.  In the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations (Robert Schnase) it says, “To love those who do not think like us or live like us, and to express respect, compassion, and mercy to those we do not know and who may never be able to repay us---this is the love Christ pulls out of us.  Christ (He) loved the least lovable and the most vulnerable, and he offered the same unmerited grace to the greatest sinner as to the finest saint.  The down-and-out see in Christ as much love for them as the up-and coming.  And Christ invites his disciples to follow him into this kind of love.”  (page 88)
Having Salty Service means we go beyond these walls.  Bishop Schnase says this, “What have we done in the last six months to make a positive difference in the lives of others that we would not have done if it were not for our relationship to Christ?  (page 88)  It is not just doing good here at 700 East Dearborn, but out there as we serve God in the world.   The growth part comes in loving those whom it is not easy to love.  The “unlovely” may need the love the most.   People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.
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There’s an old Dennis the Menace cartoon that I love.  Dennis and his friend Joey are playing outside.  Dennis is riding his bike through a mud puddle and says, “We have rainstorms, an’ snowstorms, an’ hailstorms…”  Joey who is sailing a little boat in the mud puddle says, “I know!  And then Dennis says, “

Wouldn’t it be nice if we had MUD storms?”    In the next frame of the cartoon Mrs. Mitchell calls out, “Dennis!”  Joey says, “your Mom’s callin’!  As they are both playing in the mud puddle Dennis says, “Yeah.  We’re going visiting.”  Dennis then stands up and with Mud literally dropping and running off of him says, “I hope Mom doesn’t find out I’ve been playin’ in the MUD!”  Being a good friend, Joey says, “I won’t tell her!”  The next frame of the comic strip has Dennis’ mother draggin' him up the stairs saying, “You’re going to have another Bath, young man.”  To which Dennis replies, “Gee Whiz!”  AS Dennis is undressed and his mom is running bath water in the bath tub, she says, “How could you get so filthy in just 10 minutes?”  And Dennis says, “Easy!  It’s a Dirty World out there.  Mom!”  And here it comes….the last frame Dennis is in the tub and says, “Is it MY fault if some of it rubs off on me?”

Friends, rather than letting the world rub off on us, what do you say to have us rub off on the world.  Are you with me?  Xxx   With Jesus in us, let’s show the world Jesus. We can do that by serving and loving others.

An Atheist died.  As people were standing in front of the casket, someone said, “Oh, what a shame.  All dressed up and no place to go!”  Friends here in the church are we spiritually dressed up with not place to go and nothing to do that seems to make a Christ like difference in the world.  If you’re spiritually dressed up….then go for it….go forth.  Serve God and others.  Be does and not just hearers only (James 1:27).

The banner that we have borrowed from the conference has a wonderful symbol  All reaching up around what…the world.  Notice the image in the center is not a church…but what….the world.  The image in the middle is not just a picture of Florida, but what….the world.  And certainly it is not a mirror in the middle…..remember it is not about us.  God so loved the WORLD.

  The Message Bible has a unique way of saying things.  Listen to Matthew 5:13:  “Let me tell you why you are here.  You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth.  If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness?”

I like salty things.  I think I inherited that salt craving taste.  My dad use to kid us and say he loved salt so much that he would like to salt his pretzels.  Now I love pretzels, but you’ll be glad to know I don’t put extra salt on them.  Now of course, like you I’m concerned about salt and blood pressure issues and high sodium issues, but let’s look at why Jesus wants us to be SALTY servants.
In Biblical days salt was highly valued.  It was valued for 3 practical reasons, which I think we can translate to spiritual reasons.  (The following from Barclay’s commentary.)  
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1. Salt is connected with purity.  Its glistening whiteness helps us realize that.  “The Romans said that salt was the purest of all things, because it came from the purest of all things, the sun and the sea.”  We hear people say, “Oh, he was the salt of the earth.”  Certainly that means a person of purity and integrity.

2.   Salt was a preservative, just as it is today.  Barclay in his commentary puts it this way, “It (salt) was used to keep thing from going bad, and to hold putrefaction at bay.”  (page 119, Matthew’s Commentary of Barclay.)  So then salt preserves from corruption.  It has a certain antiseptic influence.  Now if we are to be salt and have salty service then are helping others from corruption, do we in a sense have an antiseptic influence?

3. Of course the 3rd and greatest and most obvious aspect of salt, both in ancient times and now is that salt lends flavor to things.

Salt=Purity, Preservative, and POW (flavor).  

Ever seen anybody sit down to a table and the first thing they do is grab a salt shaker and salt their whole plate.  They want flavor.  Salt is used is cooking, in water systems and in swimming pools for purifying, and is also used on the road and sidewalks to melt that troublesome ice.  I love home made ice cream.  And you use Rock salt (I love to eat rock salt), to help things freeze.  With salt there is action. 
The Morton Salt Company in 1914 created a symbol that has been modified through the years.  They created the image of the Morton Umbrella Girl.  There she is carrying her umbrella in the rain, with the salt container open and dumping out.  Of course the motto, “When it rains it pours.”  We sometimes hear the phrase “When it rains it pours” in relations to being overwhelmed especially when it seems there’s a bunch of bad things happening all at once.  Wouldn’t it be great to realize that when troubles rain God’s love and our service to them continues to pour upon them?  That is especially when we need to be salty servants.  Now listen carefully to a terrible pun.  We need to a  salt the world.  

Through RADICAL HOSPITALITY we can bring others into contact with the church.  Through PASSIONATE WORSHIP God can transform them.  Through INTENTIONAL DISCIPLING people grow in faith and love, and through SALTY SERVICE we practice Christ’s compassion.

Jesus set the model.  In our text this morning Jesus said, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve….”   If we are followers of Jesus, then we too are called to serve.

Before I share this last little bit let me ask you.  How are your feet?  Do you like your feet?  Are they calloused, ingrown, bunioned, and well somewhat unlovely? Well scripture tells us (John 13)  Jesus was with his disciples and washed their feet.  
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The Towel

Still wet, grimy from eleven pairs of feet, a towel

Hangs in a corner alongside a wash basin.  As usual.

Tonight, those is different.

The towel was not hung there by the servant girl,

But by the one they call Master, Teacher.

The Master doing a servant’s work for his followers?

That’s all wrong.  Somehow, though he makes it right.

For a few moments eleven pairs of eyes fix

thoughtfully on the towel and basin.  But tonight

Of all nights there are more pressing matters.

Wait!  Is he saying wash one another’s feet?

What if this little band takes him seriously?  What if

They actually imitate their self-appointed foot-washer?

Tomorrow, of course, morning after realism

Will unmask the thought for the nonsense it is.

But tonight, in the glow of the moment,

Imagination rules.  Could a servant’s towel

Be the rumpled banner of a new way?

Not likely, people being what they are.

But maybe.  Just maybe.

(page 8, World Vision, April-May 1987)    
