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Long ago, before the days ordering and downloading off the internet, there was a man who asked a mail-order company to send the plans for a birdhouse.  Instead of sending him the plans for a birdhouse, they sent him plans for a sailboat.  He tried to put it together, but it just wouldn’t work.  He couldn’t figure what kind of bird was going to live in this dumb birdhouse.  So he wrote a letter and sent the parts back to the people.  They wrote a letter of apology and added, “If you think it was difficult for you, you should have sent he man who got your plans trying to sail a birdhouse.”
                       (Steve Brown, “Forgiven and Forgotten,”  Preaching Today, Tape #139)

Now this is laughable, and we might even say ridiculous.  They were using the wrong plans.  Do you ever use the wrong plans?  Certainly we wouldn’t to set sail in our life in a birdhouse?  And of course we wouldn’t use a TV guide for the plans for our life?  Would we?  We wouldn’t use the Newspaper to completely plan out our life, would we? Of course it’s laughable. However, do you think that we read the TV Guide and newspaper more than the Bible?  Whoa.  We spend so much time listening to TV’s, IPODS, radios, computers, yet have we allowed God’s Word to speak to us.  We have to take the time.  We have to make the time.

Our scripture is called the Great Commission.  Let’s look at verse 19:  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit….”  At first glance it looks like the verb in this sentence is what…. “go.”  In the original Greek language that the New Testament was written the verb translated  “go” is actually not a command but a present participle (going.).  The command, the action verb is actually “make disciples.”  How are we to make disciples….by going.  In other words, “While you are going, make disciples of all nations.”  (Wiersbe)
We often talk about The Twelve Disciples.  A disciple is a follower, but much more than that.  A more equivalent word might be the word Apprentice.  Bible Commentator Warren Wiersbe says, “A disciple attaches himself to a teacher, identified with him, learned from him, and lived with him.  He learned, no simply by listening, but also by doing.”  As believers in Jesus we are therefore Disciples, His Disciples.  And yet in the midst of being Disciples have serious are we about Discipleship?

Let me share with you something about the United Methodist Church that you may not know.  In our Book of Discipline, it clearly states that, “The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”  That is the mission of any United Methodist Church.  The Discipline goes on to say, “The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor…..”   (paragraph #120 and 121, 2004 Book of Discipline)
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Whenever United Methodism has had a clear sense of mission, God has used our Church to save persons, heal relationships, transform social structures and spread scriptural holiness, thereby changing the world.  In order to be truly alive, we embrace Jesus mandate to love God and to love our neighbor and to make disciples of all peoples.”  (paragrapah 121).  Woo-hoo!!!!  This excites me.  This is who we are and what we should be about.  Our Annual Conference theme this year is “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”   

Intentional DISCIPLING.  Let’s look at the second wore first.  From this word “Discipling” we can see coming from the word, “Disciple,”  Discipline, and even Discipleship.  We need to be careful here.  A Disciple is not simply on who believes in Jesus and is saved.  A Disciple is more than one who attends church or is a church member.  A Disciple is a follower of Jesus which means he or she is involved in Discipleship and uses some spiritual disciplines.  So let’s not confuse church attendance or church membership with discipling.  Being a Disciple is stepping it up.  Kicking it up a notch….bam!   Being a Disciple means that we are striving to become a mature follower of Jesus.   How is it that we make Disciples?  Well it our scripture it says we make disciples by going, baptizing and teaching.  The Great Commission often deals with missions and outreach, which is should.  But how can we effectively have outreach if we are not growing in our own spiritual maturity.  
The first word of our phrase is INTENTIONAL.  Intentional means deliberately, purposefully.  We have to set our mind to it.  We have to set the time and make the time to be growing as mature followers of Jesus.  A lot of us have good intentions.  We want to do this, we want to do that, and yet we don’t follow through.  It’s kind of like the old little round washer that has painted on it ROUND TO IT.  I’m going to go to Bible Study when I get a Round To It.  We need more adult help with Children’s Sunday School…..Oh you say I’m going to call Patty and volunteer when I get a ROUND TO IT!  I’m going to be more involved in missions when I get a ROUND TO IT.  I’m actually going to tithe, give 10% of what God has blessed me with, when I get a ROUND TO IT.   I’m going to have daily devotionals and read the Bible and pray every day when I get a ROUND TO IT!   Okay I’ll stop.  Are you with me?  Intentions are very good if they are followed up.  It’s been said that the road to hell is paved with good intentions.
So it takes more than having good intentions, it takes being INTENTIONAL.  Setting your mind to being involved in a small group, Bible Study, or area of service where you get spiritually fed.  I believe that everyone here needs to be involved in some type of INTENTIONAL DISICPLING.  Beloved we can’t be the congregation that God really wants us to be if we show Radical Hospitality and welcome people, but our Worship is not only passionate it is not well planned, and well it’s just lousy---that will not draw people to the Kingdom.  It is more than having Passionate Worship, if when people get here they do not feel welcomed by you.  It is a both and.  Not just Hospitality, but what kind of Hospitality (Radical)?  And not just any ‘ol worship, but what kind of worship (Passionate)?  And then to continue to grow we can’t stop there we must be involved in Discipling.  And yes, not just any Discipling, but what kind of Discipling (Intentional).
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Goody goody gumdrops I think you’ve got it.  Or do you?  A 2008 Harris Interactive survey (sponsored by CarMD.com) found that 10% of the 2,041 U.S. adults polled were driving a car whose “Check Engine” light was on.  An alarming 50% of those whose cars were showing sign of an impending breakdown indicated the light had been on for over 3 months.  Another 10% said the light had been on between 1-2 months. Did you know that the Check Engine light might indicate something potentially costly and possibly dangerous to your vehicle?  IT could also be dangerous to the passengers or others on the road.
The survey found drivers had a whole list of excuses for ignoring the light.  Some turned a blind eye toward the indicator because the severity of the problem seemed questionable to the car “running fine.”  Others pointed to a lack of sufficient funds. Still others simply noted that they just didn’t have time to worry about diagnostics and subsequent repairs.”  

(Brian Lowery, managing editor, PreachingToday.com; sources Associated Press, “Ten Percent of the U.S. Drivers Have Their ‘Check Engine” Light On,” www.yahoonews.com (6-10-08), and “Snapshots:  How long the light’s been on,” USA Today (6-22-08)
Spiritually speaking----how many have been running with your “Check Engine” light on?  I’m sure you have a great excuse, maybe even my life is running just fine, why do I need to spiritually check my engine?  Friends, God is wanting you to grow and mature in the Christian faith.  That does not just happen automatically.  It must be intentional.  You may think your life is running well, but have you made sure you are in the center of God’s will. We have to be Intentional about Discipling  

How many here know everything about the Bible?  How many here are perfect?  Why I guess that means that all who didn’t raise their hand need to be involved in Discipling. There is something that happens when 2 or 3 or more gather together to pray, share, and study. The interaction, fellowship, conversation that takes place can not happen if you are not in a group Beloved be Intentional.  From Disciple Bible Study, Beth Moore Bible Studies, prayer groups, small groups, Untied Methodist Women, Men’s groups, music groups, Sunday School, Wednesday night events, Walk to Emmaus, Mission events, youth Bible Studies----be intentional about growing your faith and becoming more and more mature in your faith.

I cannot find the word retire mentioned in the Bible.  So involvement, service and discipleship are still part of your Christian walk. No matter your age, or even physical mobility, there is a way for you to be involved in INTENTIONAL DISCIPLING.  My concern is that after all is said and done that more is said than done.    

Allow me to tell you the story of Carol.  Carol joined a United Methodist Church, attended worship and Sunday School, and volunteered with various week-to-week projects and programs of the church.  One turning point in Carol and her husband’s faith journey was joining with volunteers-in-Mission work project overseas.  
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Then she joined Disciple Bible Study.  In the small, supportive community of her class, she encountered truths and insights she had been searching for.  More than that she found God calling her to radically change the direction and priorities of her life.  She eventually offered herself to full;-time Christian service, changed jobs, and now works as mission coordinator that focuses on international ministries.  You see, learning in community (small groups) helps people explore possibilities that God may have for them that they never would have considered on their own.  In a humorous way Carol summed it up this way, “Bible study messes with your life!”  

                            (page 63, Robert Schnase, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations)
Beloved we want to mess with your life!!!!  We want, through the power of God, to transform your life.  And through your changed life we begin the process of transforming the world. 

 May you allow God to mess with your life!
